A new evaluation method for instructors of advanced cardiac life support.
This study evaluated the ability of a specific educational program to teach instructors of advanced cardiac life support (ACLS) how to identify errors committed by team leaders of cardiac arrest simulations. The design compared experimental and control groups for differences in identification of critical performance errors, grade assignments and errors specifically emphasized in the educational program. The group receiving the educational program documented more critical performance errors (1.70 vs. 1.10, P = 0.006), made more correct grade assignments (2.35 vs. 2.0, P = 0.026), and identified more errors that were emphasized in the educational program (3.61 vs. 2.25, P = 0.0001) than the control group. The data strongly suggests that the educational program accounted for the observed differences.